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If you like learning about the outdoors and are in grades 3-5, LSES will have a new
club opportunity that centers on our new outdoor classroom! We will be diving into
the Junior Master Gardeners “Wildlife Gardener” curriculum to find out about the
classroom right outside our door. Join us on Tuesday afternoons for six weeks
starting on April 9th (4:05 – 5:05 PM) as we explore:







Habitat Gardening Basics
Bird Beaks & Tunes
Wildlife Cuisine (and Critter Court!)
Butterflies & Ladybugs
Neighborhood Mammals
Managing Gardens & Parks

Junior Master Gardeners (JMG) is a national curriculum developed by Texas A&M
and our club will be officially registered as a JMG group! Visit
http://www.jmgkids.us to learn more.

Treasurer:
Dawn Tucker Thomas
SHPtreas@gmail.com
LSES SHP website:
www.lortonstationshp.org
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Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week coming May 6th through 10th
Please plan to join the Lorton Station School and Home Partnership (SHP) in this week-long opportunity to
show how much we appreciate all that our teachers and staff members do throughout the year. Following
is a preview of the suggested activities being planned for each day. A detailed flyer will be sent home
closer to the event. As you are able, we encourage you and your child(ren) to participate in one, some or
all of the activities. Anything that you choose to do will be greatly appreciated!
Monday, May 6: Cards for the Teacher(s)
Tuesday, May 7: Flowers for all Teachers and Staff
Wednesday, May 8: Catered Luncheon provided for all Teachers and Staff
Thursday, May 9: Cards for the Specialty Teachers and Staff
Friday, May 10: School Supplies for the Classroom
We will need parent volunteers for the activities on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Please be on the
lookout for the Sign-Up Genius email for your opportunity to help make this a memorable week for our
Lorton Station teachers and staff. Please feel free to contact Beth Velkoff at 703-409-2880 or
bvelkoff@cox.net with questions.
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Parent Coffee with the Principal
Dates

The last AAP Parent Coffee this school year is on
the following Wednesday:
April 17, 2013

The last General Parent Coffee this school year
is on the following Wednesday:
May 8, 2013
from 9am-10am, in the Library

Want to Know
What’s Going On in
the SHP?
SHP meetings are the 2nd
Tuesday of every month, 7-8:30
pm in the LSES library. Free
childcare will be provided. All are
welcome to attend. The next
meeting is April 9, 2013.
(Remaining meetings are
scheduled for May 14, 2013 and
June 11, 2013)
Minutes of the meetings can be
accessed at:
http://www.lortonstationshp.org/m
eeting-minutes.html.

*Topics to be announced at a later date.

Visitor or Volunteer?
When you come to Lorton Station, everyone needs to sign in at the new computer station in the front office.
There are a couple of options for how you sign in--please make sure that you hit the correct button to sign in
as a volunteer or visitor. We are required to report the number of volunteer hours to Fairfax County at the
end of the school year, so when you do not sign in and out as a volunteer, our volunteer hours are underreported. We know we have lots of great volunteers here at Lorton Station—stand up and be counted! If
you are coming to eat lunch with your child, for a teacher conference or a classroom observation, or to drop
off a project, you are correctly signing in as a visitor. If, however, you are coming to work at the library,
read a story to your child’s class, chaperone a field trip, help run a class party, or otherwise help out in the
classroom, you should be signing in as a volunteer.
If you have volunteered this year after hours or at home, so that you could not sign in as a volunteer, please
send an estimate of your hours to Rosette Millora, our Volunteer Coordinator, at SHPVolunteer@gmail.com.
Small Contributions Can Make a Big Difference
Collect your beverage can tabs to be recycled to benefit the Ronald McDonald House. Ronald
McDonald Houses collect tabs instead of entire aluminum cans because it's more hygienic to store
tabs than cans, and collection and storage is easier. The program is an easy way for people of all ages
to support RMHC and know they are making a difference for families and children. Source:
http://rmhc.org.
This project is goal three of the school improvement plan, which is responsibility to community.
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Together schoolKidz and Staples are making back-to-school EASY!

Lorton Station Elementary School SHP is very happy to announce we have partnered with
schoolKidz. As the nation’s largest exclusive school supply kit company, their only focus is
school supplies and products for the classroom.
For more than a decade, schoolKidz has been offering quality name brand products delivered
on time so students can be prepared for the first day of school and all year long.
Save Time! Take the summer off to do fun activities with the family and avoid searching
multiple stores and braving long back-to-school lines. School supplies come packaged in a
reusable storage kit that is personalized with the student’s school, name and grade.
More details with how to order will be coming soon!
Please make sure to check your child’s Tuesday folders.

Yearbook Sales
Yearbooks are now on sale at www.P4SSO.com for $20. Orders will be accepted through
mid-April, and then we will only order yearbooks for which we have received payment. All
yearbooks will then be distributed to children on one designated day in June, close to the
time when school ends. We will not have extra yearbooks to sell in June. Don’t miss your
chance to buy this treasured keepsake!
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Nominating Committee Looking for SHP Officers for Next Year
Each officer is elected for a one-year term, with a maximum of being able to be re-elected to the
position for one more year. We are seeking nominations for the following positions:
President: Provides general oversight of the SHP, is the primary liaison to the school
administration and other FCPS officials; oversees volunteer coordination, reading programs and
staff appreciation.
1st Vice President: Manages the before and afterschool programs and family events.
2nd Vice President: Oversees fundraising efforts, including the fall fundraiser, book fair
and dine arounds.
Treasurer: Pays bills, makes deposits, presents monthly financial reports, and prepares
annual budget and tax returns.
Secretary: Keeps minutes at SHP meetings and oversees newsletter preparation.
There are also a number of other positions, which will open up next year. To learn more about the
officer positions or any other ways you might be able to help the SHP, please contact Fettya
Woodard at SHPPres@gmail.com . Or, you can also call any of the officers currently holding
positions – check the listing on the front pages of Lightning Tracks.
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Scholastic Book Fair and Science Day
The theme of the book fair was “Story Laboratory,” and to match the science theme, the SHP held
a Family Science Day on Saturday, March 9 (from 12pm-3pm). While the book fair was open in
the library, the cafeteria was filled with our 3rd graders’ science fair projects and the gym was a
special laboratory filled with a variety of science experiments. We were very excited that the
Children’s Science Center brought its Museum Without Walls to our school that day. The Museum
Without Walls is a set of interactive, hands on materials that teach about science.
The book fair had just over $4,000 in sales for that one day! Proceeds from the book fair are used
to buy books that are given to every student just before school gets out for the summer, so that
everyone has books they can read on summer vacation.
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School Hours

Look For More Family Movie Nights!
Hopefully, you were able to join us at our last movie night on
Friday, February 22, 2013 where we enjoyed watching “Brave”.

Mondays: 9:10 am -1:20 pm
Tuesdays-Fridays: 9:10 am - 3:50pm

If not, we hope to see you at our next Family Movie Night!

Children should arrive at school no earlier
than 8:50 am. We cannot assume
responsibility for their supervision before this
time.

Future Movie Night Date:
May 17, 2013

Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:00am to 4:30 pm

Transportation
Information about transportation is available
at the school or by calling 703.446.2150

School Age Child Care
Before and after school age child care
(SACC) is available. For more information,
visit:
www.co.fairfax.va.us/service/ofc/sacc.htm

Cafeteria Prices

Breakfast:
Student: $1.50
Adult: $1.95
Lunch:
Student: $2.65
Adult: $3.65
nd
2 Entrée with Lunch: $1.75
Available as a daily menu choice: Yogurt with
pretzel, a deli, and chef’s salad. Daily a la
carte items also available. Meal cards are
available.

About Lightning Tracks:

Lightning Tracks is published quarterly as a joint project

of Lorton Station Elementary School and the SHP.
Articles are strictly for the purpose of keeping parents
and staff informed and do not take stands on any issue.
Information provided by vendors or candidates for public
office will not be accepted. We want to hear from you!
If you would like to submit articles, news of events,
comments, or suggestions, please contact Dee Dee Brooks,
Newsletter Editor, at bdbrooks_dd@yahoo.com.
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